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THE EVOLUTION OF
THE GREEK NOMINAL PARADIGMS
FROM MYCENEAN
TO MODERN GREEK

by Silvia Luraghi

Summary: The paper surveys the history and the development of Greek nominal paradigms,

Iruin Myeenean Greek up to the present. In the long time span (about 3000 years) covered
oy Weliten sources, fwo major changes contributed to reshape nominal paradigms, i.e. case
syneretinm, which had the effect of reducing the number of cases, and the eliminarion of so-
cilled nthiemaric declension, which resulted in the reduction of the number of inflectional
s und the redistribution of nouns between the remaining classes. It is argued that both
eyelopments can be bereer understood in terms of spread of stable and superstable markers,

sl with ongoing élimination of markers with low token frequency.

INTRODUCTION

Clase syncretism had the result of reducing the number of cases and was one
ol the outcomes of two major moments of merging of different dialects: a)
the post-Mycenean period (end of the second millennium 8c¢), and b) the
unification of Greece (starting with the 1veh century 8c). The instrumental
case was lost after (a), and the dative case was lost after (b). The re-
organization of inflectional classes, on the other hand, is more of a continu-
ous process, which can be observed throughout the auested history of
Gireek. This latter development has been a topic of debate since Seiler’s
(Seiler 1958) attempt to show that it was prompted by a tendency to change
from a system in which assignment to inflectional class was based on phono-
logical properties of the stem to a gender based one.

It must be noted that not everybody agrees on assuming a gender-based
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classification for Modern Greek. Such a system is posited among others by
Holton, Mackridge & Philippaki-Warburton 1997 and argued for by Chris-
tofidou 2002, who convincingly argued thar only gender distinguishing par-
digms are productive. [ will come back to Christofidou’s arguments below, §
4.

For the purposes of this paper, I will especially concentrate on case syn-
cretism, and argue that it affected cases with high semantic content, low fre-
quency, and a relatively high number of allomorphs,

1. INFLECTIONAL CLASSES IN MYCENEAN GREEK

Mycenean Greek represents the most ancient attested Greek variety. Our
understanding of nominal endings is somewhat complicated by the fact that
Mycenean is written by means of a syllabary which only contains CV and V
signs, but no VC. This makes it impossible to write final consonants and
non-syllabic elements of closed diphthongs: furhermore, vowel length is not
noted. As a consequence, some of the endings given below are partly recon-
structed on historical evidence: for example, since the nominative singular of
consonant stems was - in Classical Greek, and is reconstructed as *-s in
Proto-Indo-European, it can safely be posited as -5 in Mycenean as well. !

Ancient Greek had rthree inflectional classes: -o-stems (thematic declen-
sion), -a@-stems, consonant and -/-/-u-stems (athematic declension).* All
classes, and in particular the athemaric type, displayed high allomorphy, be-
ing sub-divided into subclasses. In table 1 I give the Mycencan case endings
as they are written, and the phonemic form to which they correspond.? 1
am leaving out of account the vocative case and the dual number.

t On the Mycenean case sysiem and on how Mycenean spelling should be interpreted in
this respear, see Hajnal 1995.

2 See Schwyzer 1936 and 19501 §53-84:

1 Lam nat going to discuss the possible reconstruction of a locative distinct form the da-
tlves see Flajnal 1oos; and below. fin. 9. The accusative plural of consonant stems was -as
i Classical Greeke this ending does not oceur in Mycenean, possibly only by faulr of at-
tentaiton the ending <o ik considered to be an extension of the ending of the nominative,
C [ T T P
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Table 1. Nominal Paradigms in Mycenean

<pestems -@:-stems -Cl-i-/-u-st.
Is}llg. ./ n. f. m. m./f. n.
Nom, <0 Jos/ -0 fon/ ~ala:/ “alasl -0 10| -@1D]
/5!
Ace, wo lon/ -a la:n/ -a fal, -0\ - 10/
/n/
Cyen “0jo fojo/ -d Ja:s! ] -ao faol | -o los/
’ﬂt. -0 {021/ -a la:i/ -i/-¢ letl, li/
SIS -0 fo:/ -a la:! -e Je:/
“g-Stems -q:-stems -C/-i-/-u-st.
i, m./f. n. m./f. n.
H' o, «a forf alal -a fat/ -¢ les/ -a la/
ﬂg; L 0 lons/ -a la:ns/ -¢ les/ -a /a/
Lyen, -0.Jo:n/ -ao lao:n/ -0/o:n/
1ar, o1 Joist/ -ai fa:si/ -5t /si/
Tiatr. -0 [ois/ -api laphil -pi [phi/

L the above rable, the thematic vowels of the first two declensions (-o- and -
d stems) are considered to be reanalyzed as forming part of case suffixes. In

this analysis | follow Schwyzer 1936.

1.1. PARADIGMS AND MACROPARADIGMS

As noted in Wurzel 1989 different inflectional classes tend to be connected
with extra-morphological properties. In Ancient Greek nouns belonged to
one specilic inflectional class due to their phonological properties (type of
stem),

In order to berter identify Greek paradigms we can start from Carstairs
(Carstair 1987: 69) definition of macroparadigm: ‘A macroparadigm consists
of ., any two or mote similar paradigms all of whose inflectional differences
either can be accounted for phonologically, or else correlate consistently
with differencessin semantic or lexically determined syntactic properties’.
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Based on this definition, we can identify various paradigms and macropara-
digms. As remarked above, assignment of a noun to one of the three inflec-
tional classes depended on phonological properties. In the first place, within
the athemartic declension, consonant, -~ and -#-stems constituted a
macroparadigm, with allomorphs determined by phonological properties,
i.e. either by the final segment of the stem, or by its weight, This is not the
place to give a full account of allomorphy within this macroparadigm, which
can be found in any standard description with wealth of details; 4 suffice it
to say that certain final consonants are dropped before the endings of the
nominative singular, and dative singular and plural, generating stem allo-
morphy to some extent, and that stem allomorphy is limited to this inflec-
tional class (see below, § 3). It is also important to remark that a part of the -
i~ and -u-stems have the accusative singular ending -n, rather than -a as the
remaining members of the inflectional class.®

Within -z-stems, as we will see below, there is a distinction based on gen-
der, that creates two paradigms: so the Greek -Z-stems are a macroparadigm
too, but crucially the distribution of nouns between the two paradigms is
based on a semantic property. It must be noted that the -Z-stems constitute
the only inflectional class that only contains feminine and masculine nouns,
and no neuters. The other two inflectional classes contain nouns of all three
genders; feminine and masculine are inflected identically, and neuters differ,
as typical of the Indo-European languages, in the nominative and accusative,
as shown in the table. As remarked in Seiler 1958, neuters mantained rhis
pattern unchanged down to Modern Greek.

The position of the -Z-stems among other nominal stems is interesting for
two reasons. In the first place, within this macroparadigm we find a new
semantic basis for assignment to an inflectional class, as noted above. In the
second place, the existence of this inflectional class reflects an innovation,
i.e. the increasing separation of -@-stems from the athematic declension.
This owes to the reanalysis of -4, already dating back to Proto-Indo-
European, which was in origin a derivational suffix, as a thematic vowel. ©

4 Derails can be found in Schwyzer 1950 and Chantraine 1973.

s Stems that end in the diphthong -eu take the ending -« in the accusative singular, similar
10 CONSANANT stenns,

6 waestemn derlye Trom o Proto-Indo<Buropean suffic <42, representing a laryngeal, which
lad wrmong s funcions the desivation of feminine from maseuline nouns; see for exam-
Pl Sgemierdny 1oie,
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A Mycenean, the endings of the dative plural and of the instrumental
plusal il point toward a close relation between -a-stems and athematic
declension, For the nominative singular of -@-stems, the ending -as found in
Classical Greek does not go back to Proto-Indo-European, but is based on
A extension of the sigmatic nominative of -o-stems, identified as typically
museuline vs. typically feminine -@-stems. Note that such a connection
between inflectional class and gender was made possible on the basis of
adjectival concord: adjectives of the so-called first class (thematic) followed
the “oedeclension for masculine and neuter, and the -z-declension for
feminine ” The spelling found in actual Mycenean texts does not suggest
i there is any difference between feminine and masculine nominative of -
destems at this stage; however; note that the genitive singular of masculine -2
Atents already display a different ending from the feminine. Etymologically,
leminine genitive in -as is the reflex of the Proto-Indo-European form; the
anly reison to avoid the sigmatic genitive for masculine -z-stems appears to
e the need to differentiate it from the nominative: so it is likely that the
nominative was -2 for masculine in Mycenean already. ®

When we compare the endings of the -a-stems with the endings of the
uther two declensions, we can see a split, especially in the plural, where we
fine thar the nominative and the accusative are closer to the endings of the -
astems, while the dative and the instrumental are closer to those of the
athematic declension (the genitive plural is a superslable marker, as defined
helow, § 2). In the singular, on the other hand, the genitive was the only
ending that clearly related the -g-stems to the athematic ones, but the
dietion of an opposition between the -Zs-genitive for feminine and the -ao-
genitive (later -ou-) for masculine blurred the possible link between the two
mucroparadigms, giving the -Zs ending the function of distinguishing
pender,

oAl pumbier of adjegtives i che Giese class only has a two-fold distinction between
nopengurer and neuter; all adjectives of this type follow the thematic declension (-o-
e,

i Spe Pl gy on the nominative and on the origin of the genitive singular of masouline
AIeHIs
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r.2. FREQUENCY OF CASES

The major difference between Mycenean and all later varieites with regard
to noun inflection was the existence of separate endings for the instrumental
case, which later merged with the dative.? So the Mycenean case system
included nominative, vocative, accusative, genitive, dative, and instrumen-
tal, while the Classical Greek case system included nominative, vocative,
accusative, genitive and dative.'?

It is interesting to survey the frequency of cases in written texts. Unfortu-
nately, Mycenean script and the nature of the extant Mycenean texts make it
virtually impossible to give meaningful frequency figures for cases and allo-
morphs. In § 4.1, I give my countings for Homeric and Classical Greek. It
can be remarked that in both varieries the dative case is the least frequent
one; among total occurrences of the dative, those in which the dative has
instrumental function are abourt 30% in Homer and abour 40% in Classical
Greek. " Based on these data, the instrumental case should be the least fre-
quent one in Mycenean, followed by the dative; and by the other cases in
the same order as in later Greek.

The results are summarized in the follwing scale:

Scale 1. Frequency of Cases in Mycenean

Nom., Acc, > Gen. > Dat. > [nstr.

9 Whereas the instrumental plural has distinct endings for all inflecrional classes; it must be
noted that the spelling does not provide any clue for distinguishing berween the dative
and the instrumental in the singular. However, consonant stems display an alternation
berween -7 (from rthe ancient locative) and -¢ (=/ei/, from the ancient darive) apparently
limited 1o the occurrences where the funcrion is thar of the dative-locative, while the in-
strumental only has the ending -e. This Fact points towards the existence of a distinction
in the singular, too, as proposed in Hajnal 199s: 19. According to Coleman 1987, the in-
strumental only preserved separate endings in the plural, and had already merged with
the dative in the singular,

10 Here and in what follows | am leaving out of consideration the vocarive case, which
partly still survives in Modern Greek.

11 Of cotirse, these figures are tentative, given the fact thst one cannot be certain about what
could bie all possible occurrence of an instrumental case, | have counted as instrumental
aceursenees of plain datve denoting instrument and manner, or governed by certain
vethy . Abedomat, it compound verbs with the preverb sun and in preposiional
phveuses with n. '
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I i

10 lwe 0 grammatical function:

wiale corresponds to the scale according to which cases are more likely

Seale 2. Grammatical/Semantic Function of Cases

Nom.> Acc. > Gen. > Dat. > Instr. >
Giamm. — Subject DO Nominal [0
Dependency
Nemantic Direction  Source Beneficiary  Instrument

Partitive Locative Perlative

It muist be added char, for all cases, the singular is more frequent than the
plueal, Te follows from the above remarks that the instrumental plural and
the divive plural were the two least frequent cases. Note that, as remarked in
% L, the endings of the dative and of the instrumental plural were the ones
thut most neared the -z-stems to the athematic declension.

4. CASE SYNCRETISM, ALLOMORPHY AND STABILITY
OF INFLECTIONAL MARKERS

Myeenean is nor a sort of Proto-Greek however, being the oldest arresred
Vitiety, it can be expected to present some archaic features. Indeed, in the
field of nominal paradigms, all later varieties display the above described
lﬁﬂumism of the instrumental case with the dative/locative. Allomorphs of
the dative in the post-Mycenean varieties variously correspond to former
allsmorphs of the dative/locative or of the instrumental. In general, the da-

Aive plural displays a high degree of allomorphy in all Greek varieties.

I Homeric Greek, for example, the dative singular corresponds to the
M}’Oﬁnﬁﬂl- dative, bur in the plural the situation is more complicated, be-

ok amy dafinitlon of ‘amimutical’ e ‘semanic’ or ‘concrete’ funcrion of cases | refer to
-.-Mmyglﬁwlu tubar on the funerion of Greek cases see further Luraghi 2003, chapter 2.
Moo that sotme mithas (most nowbly Coleman 1987) have tried to show that the ablati-
: Q‘“ﬂﬁh;ﬂ_ﬂﬂ.fﬁl;m.‘b}r.nhn istrumental, 100, in Mycenean; | am not going to
RUCSETN T rll‘;" #*F * i i dn WY Cune i uwmujjb.nuulm]ﬂg 9 _l:[_ilfql_'m'r:c Jor my argu-

Mt Bt

anly ael wnesther conciere hinetion o the insrumental case,
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cause reflexes of both the ancient instrumental and the ancient dative are
found, although reflexes of the dative are on the whole more frequent. The -
o-stems have an ending -oisi, the same as the Mycenean dative plural; an
ending -ois, corresponding to the Mycenean instrumental is also attested in
about 20% of the occurrences. For the -z-stems the dative plural should
be -asi or -&si (and these allomorphs actually occur in some dialects); ' in
Homer we find two allomorphs, -éisi and -ais, both shaped after the corre-
sponding endings of the -o-stems. The dative plural of consonant stems has
either the regular ending -7, or the ending -ess7, shaped after the -i-stems in
order to avoid stem allomorphy caused by simplification of possible conso-
nant clusters (the Mycenean ending was -si, as shown above). !5

In terms of productivity, the spread of the endings of the -o-stems to
other inflectional classes can be explained, because the -o-stems represented
at this stage the productive class. By partly spreading to the -Z-stems, the
pattern found in the endings of the thematic declension (thematic vowel
plus possible consonants/semivowels) becomes dominant, The endings of
the thematic declension may be regarded as superstable endings, as defined
in Wurzel 1989: 135: “We will call markers that occur in at least one stable
inflectional class and are strengthened in their stability by simultancously
occurring in other inflectional classes, SUPERSTABLE markers’.

Note that in the Mycenean paradigms dative and instrumental plural
were the forms in which the -g-stems were more distinct from the -o-stems.
With the loss of the instrumental and the creation of a new dative plural for
the -4-stems, the latter came closer to the -o-stems.

I have remarked above that the -o-stems represented the productive class
at this time. This can be demonstrated by early change of class, from athe-

13 Note that -ois usually occurs before words with initial vowels, so it could racher reflect an
elision: -ois(i); however, a few occurrences are also attested in different phonological envi-
ronments, see Chantraine 1942: 194-5.

14 Noteé thar in lonic, the dialect which constitutes the base of the Homerie [anguagc. |a:] =
[e:]. This change also affected Attic ~a-stems, as I will show in table 2. As for vowel quan-
tity, the Rirst declension included both original -d- and *-ye- stems, with short vowel. AF-
ter vowel quantity became non-distinctive. the two types of stems merged complerely,

15 See Chantraine 1942 and 19731 40 . There is also an adverbial ending -p/i, that corre-
sponds 1, the' Mycanmn Instrumental ;il the -a-st;za and of the ath;:;}mc deeﬁou,

or all eircumptantial mum..ti ueling thase normally expressed by
of all infles g <o

OLUTION OF THE GREEK NOMINAL PARADIGMS

369

gestems, as in philaks, athematic nom. sg., phillakos, thematic
. ilieady attested in Homer. 6

3. CLASSICAL GREEK

llowing table displays the most frequently used allomorphs in literary

2. Nominal Paradigms in Literary Attic (approximately vth century

| spsstems ~g-stems -Cl-i-/-u-stems
m/[. n, e m. m./f. n.
. | s -on -al-¢ -d@s|-és -0 -5 -0)
oM -anl-ér -2, -1 -
Lo -as/-es I -ou -08
h |‘w 'ﬁﬁ '-E-t'- =i/ et
| ~oestems -d-stems -C/-i-/-u-stems
@i n. m./f. n.
7 . - -di -es -a/-é
"’ﬂ" -3 -ds -d
| -on -on |-on
i:w: ~dis =51

the system which is usually assumed to have served as the basis for
development into Byzantine and Modern Greek. lnscrip_tions attest
1 of llomorphs for the dative plural, including an ending -¢is in the

vartasted o Famer ax proper o

fl e

U in certain pminlims{ note further that the -a-stems also have a
with the suffix -ya-. The inirial glide combines in
mum&hmngfn and. the vowel in the

that bear the suffix -y are
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third declension, which has the advantage to avoid stem allomorphy, and is
patterned after the more productive thematic stems.

We can make some observations, in terms of stability of the endings and
simlarity across paradigms. In the singular, the accusative presents a pattern
vowel+#n across all paradigms, except part of the third declension. Allo-
morphs of the genitive singular tended to polarize around the alternation -V
[ -s, as noted in Seiler 1958. The dative singular was more problematic: in the
first two declensions, the segmentation between stem and suffix was diffi-
cult, because the long diphthongs most likely had already lost the final ele-
ment and had become long vowels in the Classical period (cf. Allen 1987). In
general, one can speak of an opposition created by the nature of the final
segment: -7 for the accusative, vowel or =5 for the genitive (partly depending
on gender), and vowel for the dative. Note that only /s/, /n/ and /#/ are pos-
sible final consonants in Greek: among them, only /s/ and /n/ occur as final
consonants of nominal endings.

In the plural, the accusative also presents similar patterns in all inflec-
tional classes, while the genitive has the superstable marker -672. The dative,
on the contrary, presents a fair degree of allomorphic variation.

All endings are monosyllable. The only possible exception were the an-
cient dative plural of -o- and -@-stems, -iosi and -aisi or -asi (see § 2), which

was later eliminated and substituted by the old instrumental of -e-stems -ois

(Schwyzer 1936: 209) and bys the analogical form -ais. As a result, -o- and -a
-stems have the same number of syllables throughout the whole paradigm.

Consonant stems have one syllable less in the nominarive singular than in
the other forms:

- elpid-, nom. elpis (<elpid-s), gen. elpid-os
- leon, nom. (<leont- with loss of final -z and compensatory lengthen-
ing), gen. léontos
-i-stems have longer genitives plural:
- pbli-, nom. sg. péli-s, gen. pl. pélé-os, or péle-os
Consonant stems display a high degree of stem a'llbmor.ghy; different allo-

Mo hgnf uhn stem n,p];lm in the nominative singular and in the dative plu-
il of part of ¢ Mmﬁﬁwﬁmﬁomﬁwmmn clus-
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1 both mdmgs have an initial /s/, the stem of the dative plural
ays the same as the nominative singular (elpi-s, dat. pl. elpf-si,

e goin/, dat. pl. /'le.go:.si/, other forms from /légont-). Note
'f*td&nmy of the dative plural stem with the nominarive singular
ot strengthen the former. This would be true if the nominative
i inhol dative plural shared a relevant semantic feature, which,

yever, 1 ot the case.

b

1. FREQUENCY OF CASES AND CASE SYNCRETISM

ol having taken over the functions of the instrumental, the dative
el the least frequent case both in Homeric and in Classical Greek.
wjuencies are as follows: '8

L

- Frequency of Cases in Ancient Greek ™9

Homer Classical Greek
45% 30%
30% 36%
14% 22%
11% 12%
T frequency can be summarized by means of the following scale:

‘-'_J-_ lﬂlmquency of Cases in Ancient Greek

!
.',.,._,'r.. "-1' i

Gen, > Dat. >

(e mruﬂmlmdwa corpus consisting of five books of the Odyssey (1, 2, 9, 13,
Muro  Socrar Lrysln Aganst Eratosthenes, lsoctates” Aeropagitis, and

'-r
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As already noted, the overal frequency of plural markers is lower than that of
the corresponding singular markers. So the dative plural is the least frequent
case in terms of actuall occurrences, i.e. token frequency. If we also consider
type frequency (the number of words that take a certain pattern), we must
keep in mind that this case displayed a higher allomorphy than all other
cases except the nominative singular. This means that words thar had a spe-
cific allomorph for the dative plural were less than words that had allo-
morphs of other cases. Note that the nominative singular was the case with
morte allomorphs; but it was also the most frequent case: consequently, low
type frequency was contrasetd by high token Frequency. The dative, on the
other hand, had low frequency in all respects. *°

In functional terms, the dative, which had taken over the functions of the
ancient instrumental, was the case which had more semantic, rather than
grammatical, uses in Classical Greek. This situation is remindful of what we
found for the instrumental in Mycenaean: the least frequent case is also the
one with more concrete functions.

The loss of the dative dates to carly Byzantine Greek, berween the 4th
and the 8th century cg, but some traces of its weakening can be found ear-
lier.** In particular, the tendency to substitute the dative with another case
started very carly within prepositional phrases. In Homer the dative was
more frequent than the genitive within prepositional phrases; by the Classi-
cal time it had become the least frequent case (cf. Luraghi 1996). Already in
the Koine, one starts finding the genitive in place of the dative of pronouns.
Later, one finds either the accusative or the genitive: both possibilities sur-
vive in Modern Greek (the genitive is the case found in the standard spoken
language, the accusative occurs in the Northern dialects). **

In the late Koine, the vowel length lost distinctiveness, and final nasals
tended to be dropped. This phenomenon contributed to further weaken the
position of the dative, because in the singular its endings became homopho-
nous with the endings of the accusative. Note that at the Koine stage de-

20 High token frequency contrasts the effects of low type fmqu_enqy. and reinforces certain
forms, as, in the case of Greek nominal paradigms, the nominative singular, but the da-
tive was on the whole infrequent, On the effects of type and roken frequency; see Bybee
19858 119, 133 and 1995. _Amerding ro Bybee 1985: 133, ‘high frequency items tend to be
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e the dative plural still had distinctive endings, but this could not
ap for the absence of distinctive endings in all smgu.la,r paradigms. In
ordds, the face thar a distincrion was rerained in the plural did not
it to be eventually lost altogether.

4. THE ELIMINATION OF THE THIRD DECLENSION

10 8 4 1 noted thar consonant stems are the only type of stem that have a
vel ending for the accusative singular, which elsewhere (including part of
I ',_|‘ b and cwestems) is characterized by the marker -vowel+n, a supertable
paller as defined above. As already remarked, superstable markers tend to
prend 1o other inflectional classes: and in face we find that new forms were
--1-' lor the accusative of consonant stems like elpis around the third cen-
byn:!dmgn -2 to the old accusative elpida. Later on we find massive
fom athematic to -@-stems: this change was based on the extended
d Id.ngulu: in ~an, described above, by which forms as elpidan were
eted as the accusative of an -zstem: accordingly, a nominative
nlw «wreated, This change started around the second century Ba.
wsuling nouns which underwent a similar change reccived a sngm:mc
unitlve. Complete merger of -a- and consonant stems. ‘happened possi-
e third century ap (cf. Tonnet 1993: 29; Horrocks 1997: 69-70).
onns of the athematic declension started to move to the -7-stems the
e ol masculine nouns within the -a-stems increased dramatically.
g gave more relevance to the alternation berween -5 and -0 for
me] genitive of the -a@-stems in connection with gender.
- ..miody gpeakmg. it is not completely correct to speak of a shift
ugle to ~d-stems, bur we rather have to do with convergence of
digrmisi this is shown by the spread of the ending of the nomina-
[ ﬂﬁiv_ﬂ Pliﬁl’ﬂl -¢s of the athematic nouns to the -z-stems. This
ik @ the cffect of climinating the opposition nomina-
the [ﬂl.lm of the -a-stems, may be connected with the drop
oeusative singular, which also resulted in making the accu-
from the nominative (for feminine nouns: masculine
endin rﬁm.mmuwe and genitive). The phonological
.ﬂ l 1* ! Lﬂ%ﬂ 18 qf rcducung the distinctions in
\ hiile the phural would still have had
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three, if the distinction between nominative and accusative had been re-
rained. As a consequence one would have had the racher innatural situation
in which the plural had more case distinctions than the singular.

4. GENDER, CASE DISTINCTIONS,
AND INFLECTIONAL CLASSES

According to Sciler, the Greek nominal paradigms came to be crucially con-
nected with gender. Seiler argues that the alternation of -s and -@ that arose
in the -a-stems for the nominative and genitive singular and could also ap-
ply to the -o-stems, which were typically masculine, ** was later connected
with gender variation. Seiler’s proposal explains the Modern Greek opposi-
tion between mitera (nom.) miteras (gen.) ‘mother’ (feminine) and pateras
(nom.) patera (gen.) ‘father’ (masculine), while the two nouns belonged to
the same inflectional class in Ancient Greek. Note that Seiler’s analysis still
leaves open the problem of the origin of the genitive singular marker -z,
which did not originate from the Ancient Greek genitive singular of the
masculine -z-stems (which was -ou).

According to Christophidou’s (Christophidou 2002) analysis we find
three inflectional macroclasses in Modern Greek, a masculine, a feminine,
and a neuter one; the masculine and the feminine macroclasses are further
subdivided into 2-marker and 3-marker classes. Seiler 1958 sets up the fol-
lowing paradigms:

L by mensjoned it feminine -oarems alko existed and followed '{m s inflec-

stline thus Bot py g ]lllhﬂﬂn

T
hlrevulusion ! "'u"l L,

| BVOLUTION OF THE GREEK NOMINAL PARADIGMS 375

ihle 4. Nominal Paradigms in Modern Greek >+

3-markers 2-markers
Masc. Fem.

filos pateras mitera
filu patera miteras
. filo patera mitera
{z[z pateres miteres
filon pateron miteron
Sfilus pateres miteres

iiter nouns have the same ending for the nominative and the accusative
il w separate ending for the genitive singular, much in the same way as
sinine nouns, The 2-marker macroclasses are very productive in Modern
el the three markers classes, i.e. the ancient -o-stems, although very
stous, dre scarcely productive, as shown for example by the fact that
ds and neologisms belong to the 2-marker class, In particular, the
gmmkcr class is not productive, as convincigly argued in Chiis-
elon m_: where it is shown, among other things, that members of this
u"'m o move to the 2-marker class. Christofidou also adds evidence
W ward formation, loanwords, and language acquisition, which supports
iy and shows that the two-markers macroclasses, in which class
it is based on gender; are productive, and the 3-marker macro-
AN 'pm:a.l productivity for masculine nouns only.
der the <@/-s-alternation for masculine of the two marker class
) l‘li with the paradigm of the three marker class, we see that
Ve # uccusative appears to be a feature connected with masculine
"ﬁnmljm nouns, the nominative is marked (‘merkmalhaft’) in
- ﬂammcusanve and genitive are unmarked, and the marked-
fween accusative and nominative is reversed in the plural;
J -hlum have a distincrion between a so-called nomina-
‘which also serves as complement of prepositions, and a geni-
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Table 5. Resulting Distinctions

3-markers 2-markers
Masc. Fem. Neut.

Sing. N N N/A N/A

G G/A G G

A
Plur. N N/A

G G

. :

Identification of the relevant feature for case distinction as the alternance
between -@ and -s in the singular of the productive 2-marker class is a con-
sequence of various phonological developments, first of all loss of final -
which caused the accusative singular of feminine nouns to merge with the
nominative. The emergence of this system of alternances was only possible
after the reduction of the case system, and the loss of the darive.

It must be noted ac this point that the definite article has a 3-marker pat-
tern, and has distinct forms for the nominative, genirive and accusarive,
both in the singular and in the plural, excepe for neuter gender, which only
has one form for the nominative/accusative and another form for the geni-
tive. So case distinctions that are nor indicated on nouns are indicated on
definite articles both for maculine nouns and for feminine ones.

5. CONCLUSIONS

In the course of its history, the Greek case system displays an increasing ten-
dency to only express grammarical relations. All cases tend to expressing
grammarical relations, whereas semantic roles are encoded by PP’s. This
tendency is most clearly seen when the dative disappeared, and its concrete
functions were taken over by prepositions. The genitive had lost its ablatival
value quite early;® in its partitive meaning it was later substituted by apd

1 e Lunaggh
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il the genitive (later accusative). Note that the functions of the dative that
10 inherited by the genitive in Byzantine times are indirect objects func-
iin, i.e. those in which the dative expressed grammatical relations. The
#iitive could never substitute the dative in its concrete functions, like, for
u le, denote the semantic role instrument. At present, the genitive can
sl be nderstood as partitive in the plural, where this meaning is inherent.
L8 lnteresting to note that in Modern Greek the genitive plural can be sub-
tiin the preposition apd. *6

il Modern Greek, markers distinguish constituents thar function on the
wiiee level from those that function on constituent level.?” Furthermore,
Hinine nouns pattern with neuter nouns in having the same ending for
e ominative and the accusative: nouns of these two genders only have the
listinetion mentioned above; the distinction between nominative and accu-
be i preserved for feminine nouns only by means of the definite article
1 the singular. Only masculine nouns preserve distinct forms for nomina-
W el accusative in all paradigms. Thus masculine nouns display more
Mtifctions, whereas feminine nouns are closer to neuter. Neuter nouns are
sirmally nan-distinctive, because the opposition berween nominarive and
usative is not even marked on the definite article. So nominal classes ap-
Wt ! be connected with gender in terms of number of case distinctions,
v i connection with the occurrence of -5 and -@ endings, as estab-
A by Seiler. This scalarity corresponds to the individuation scale in
Wt Lindo-European, according to which we find

e g Gender and Individuation
e,
‘Mﬂla- -

"I " .f“r_ j_:‘-

Less individuared

Fem. > Neut.

norminal head and nominal depend-
whio shows that the anibutive

alsgier and aliject
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